ST. DUNSTAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ELLSWORTH
TID BITS FROM THE TABLE ~OCTOBER 2,2026

SEVENTH EPISTLE FROM ST. DUNSTAN

In my last two epistles, I explained what I was able to do
during the years that Edmund and then Eadred, who were
both good friends of mine, were kings. When Eadred, who
had no children, died, Edmund’s children were no longer
infants and were eligible to become king.

Edmund’s oldest son, Eadwig, was chosen to be the next
king. He was only 15 at the time and was so beautiful that
he was nicknamed “All-Fair” by his subjects. King Eadwig and his mother-in-law,
Aethelgyfu, persuaded some of my monks to turn against me and seized my
monastery. Aethelgyfu then sent a raiding party to capture me and put my eyes out.
I therefore left for exile in Flanders (Belgium today) and entered a Benedictine
monastery there.

Eadwig’s reign was arbitrary and insensitive and aroused suspicion. His marriage
was declared illegal and annulled. His mother-in-law was later lynched in
Gloucester, and when he died in 959 at age 19, his brother Edgar became king and I
was no longer in disgrace. More about this in my next epistle.
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If your morals make you dreary, depend on it, they are wrong. I do not say
give them up, for they may be all you have, but conceal them like a vice, lest
they should spoil the lives of better and simpler people.

The Outreach Committee will meet after service this Sunday, October

4. The Discernment Committee will also meet briefly, before Outreach.

+Prayer List Reminder - In order to update the current list, please confirm names
that should remain, and we will clear others. Prayer requests will generally remain
on the list for 3 weeks, unless you ask for it to be indefinite, pending your request to
remove. Initial listings can also be extended for another three weeks at a time by
request. All requests should be sent to Rain at stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com,
with a cc to Diane Kelley (and anyone else you want to alert to the listing).
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Trivia Quiz Night

St. Dunstan's will host a Trivia Quiz night on 10/21 at 6:00 p.m. with
Quizmaster Tim Huggett. A second event is planned for 11/18. Let us
know if you want to help out with this fun activity - publicity,

D refreshments, Zoom operator or other tasks.

Special Creation Care Liturgy

https://episcopalmaine.org/season-of-creation-2026-in-the-episcopal-diocese-of-maine/

“Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this
worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. Itis a
special season where we celebrate God as Creator and acknowledge Creation as
the divine continuing act that summons us as collaborators to love and care for
the gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from around the globe, we
share a common call to care for Creation. We are co-creatures and part of all that
God has made. Our well-being is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth.”

— Season of Creation Ecumenical Steering Committee

2026 Season of Creation Resources

The House of Bishops just concluded a major Gathering in Texas. Here is
a link to their message about the proceedings:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/uncategorized/a-pastoral-word-to-the-
episcopal-church-from-the-september-2026-gathering-of-the-house-of-

bishops/
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PRAYER REQUESTS WILL REMAIN FOR 3 WEEKS UNLESS NOTIFIED THAT A NAME NEEDS TO BE EXTENDED
FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT 3 WEEKS.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We pray for St. Peter's, Portland, St. Aidan's, Machias. We pray
especially for Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe.

We Pray Especially For: Ocean Alfone, Mark Arnold, Pat Findley, Gregg Jacobs, John
Johnston, Margaret Jones, Robbie Johnston, Kate Lynch, Robert McDonald, Sharon Meninno,
Linc Moldawer, Ralph Preble, Carolyn Rosen, Sigrid Saradunn, Judy Stockbridge, Martha
Thomas, Brent Was, and Mike Zboray for comfort and healing.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or continue a name on the list, please let
us know at stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com or leave a message at the church (667-5495).

Everyone, please stay well and safe. Blessings to you all.

~ UPCOMING WORSHIP / EVENTS SCHEDULE ~

Sunday services are both in church and via Zoom.
The sanctuary is open for quiet reflection and prayer on Mondays from 1 to 3.

Oct. 4 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant &
Homilist. Qutreach Committee meeting after service. Discernment Committee
will also meet briefly, before Outreach.

Oct. 11 ~ Morning Pryaer 9:30 a.m. Dianne as Officiant & Homilist.

Oct. 18 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant &
Homilist.

Oct. 21 ~ Trivia Quiz Night -St. Dunstan's at 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 25 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant &
Homilist. The service will include a special Service of Hope liturgy, prayers
and activities.

On the 2nd Sunday of the month the Offering is for the Rector's Discretionary Fund

Online Donation Option

0 va n CO Use the link below if you would like to set up convenient online

payments St. Dunstan's for one-time/annual donations or recurring
weekly/monthly amounts.

Set-up instructions can be found here: https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-

donation.pdf
St. Dunstan's Vanco page: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5DE/campaign/C-12GB4



https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5DE/campaign/C-12GB4

S 'u//
. Downeast
=

N
>
= = Restorative

=

= DR) & Justice

Are you curious to know more about Restorative Practices?
-- our upcoming workshop training series is open to ANYONE--
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer to help support youth in your community?

--this full training is for you--
Are you interested in bringing restorative practices to your community or organization and
learning facilitation skills?
--this training is a prerequisite to our facilitation training*--

In Ellsworth: location given upon registration
Training Workshop Series Dates
Saturday October 3, 9am-4pm
Tuesday October 6, 5:15-7:45pm

Register: https://downeastrestorativejustice.org/?page 1d=500

Family Christmas Workshop

St. Dunstan's will host its third annual Family Christmas Workshop this year, again
coinciding with the Downtown Ellsworth Christmas Parade of Lights on Saturday
12/6. Please contact Leslie Beyer or Brianna Chattin if you would like to help out
on this fun ornament-making event.

Happy Anniversary to Liz Graves &
Art Gowie and Bill & Barbara Clark!
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Join monthly ‘Vote Faithfully’ networking calls
Thursday Nov. 5
1:30-2 p.m. ET

https://episcopalmaine.orq/series/vote-faithfully-networking-calls/

Join the church’s public policy and witness team on the first Thursday of each month through
November, for “Vote Faithfully” calls to support voter engagement in ways consistent with
Episcopal values.

Hosts share resources and ideas to help congregations promote voting and civic participation
while remaining nonpartisan.

POLL CHAPLAINCY AND
PEACEKEEPER TRAINING

SEPT. 30™, 5:30 PM
OCTOBER 7™, 5:30 PV
OCTOBER 9™, 12 PM

ORGANIIZED BY MULTI-FAITH
JUSTICE MAINE

Poll chaplains and peacekeepers are faith leaders and members of the laity who
bring a calming, non-partisan presence to polling locations that are particularly at-
risk of being targeted for voter intimidation. Multi-Faith Justice Maine is
organizing a poll chaplaincy program that will run across the state on election day.
If you are interested in participating in the program, please register for one of the
three trainings. https:/actionnetwork.org/forms/poll-chaplaincy-and-peacekeeper-training
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Recorded Services Available on Zoom
Sunday services are now being recorded and will be available for up to two weeks.

If you miss a Sunday and would like to watch the recording, let Dave, Tom or Rain
know, and a link will be emailed to you.

National Blood Shortage American
Please schedule your next blood donation at redcrossblood.org Red Cross

With God'‘s grace, we wanted to share that St. Dunstan’s now has a Lay Eucharistic
Visitor team that stands ready to visit and offer Eucharist to those who are homebound or
hospitalized. If you would like a visit or know someone who would, please contact Deacon
Tracy or Lay Eucharistic Visitors Dianne Kelley and Briana Chattin.

Family News

¥ We would love to hear about your news and for what you are thankful for
éa during this year. Submit your news to stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com

Lay Preaching

From Director of Faith Formation, the Rev. Emily Keniston

The next cohort to take the Backstory Preaching class will begin in January (six weeks,
online). All clergy and lay leaders are invited to send names of interested individuals to
the Rev. Emily Keniston (ekeniston@episcopalmaine.orq) so that the group can
convene once online before the class begins.

Cart in Those Cartons and Bags to Help Fight Food Insecurity

Loaves and Fishes is once again in the business of accepting clean dozen-
sized egg cartons from the public. Donating helps reduce pantry

costs. Please put your donation in the little red wagon in the sanctuary.
Everybody Eats appreciates the full-sized grocery bag donations to help with

takeout meals. We are still sharing over 100 meals a week via takeout and Friends in Action
deliveries. Bags can be left in the Lottie Horn Room.
Volunteers are always welcome at Everybody Eats! Interested? See Tracy, Kim, or Fred.

Happy Birthday to __iL__

SKip Stevens! «2250



https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive?cid=brand&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12793835232
mailto:stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com
mailto:Rev.%20Emily%20Keniston%20(ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org) 

Public Policy and Witness Weekly Prayers — September 25

For Those Captured by Fear and Falsehood

God of truth, whose Son sets us free from all falsehood and leads us to your universal embrace,
we pray for those whose fear is being exploited by lies and propaganda on the internet. We
grieve when political anxieties are warped into racist hate and violence. We lament when
immigrant, minorities, and other communities are made scapegoats for our fears, and when
falsehoods spread faster than our willingness to seek the truth. Protect those targeted by hatred
and intimidation, and give courage to those who stand beside them. Lord, give us the grace to
seek justice without scapegoats. Keep us from the sin of collective blame and teach us to be just
stewards of peace as we welcome the stranger and hold each other accountable. Where social
media inflames us with distortions of the truth, make us your truth-tellers. Where hatred
threatens to divide communities, make us interrupters with good news of peace. Pour out your
Holy Spirit upon us and set us free. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Episcopal Public Policy Network Action Alerts: Join the active ministry of public policy
advocacy by taking action with EPPN Action Alerts. Join your voice with Episcopalians across
the church as we aim to influence the legislation and policy of the U.S. government on critical
issues. Sign up here: episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/
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St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
Final Approved Vestry Minutes
Meeting of August 23, 2026

Present (in Person): Rev. Andrew “Andy” Stoessel (Long-Term Supply Priest), Tom Hancock (Senior Warden), Dave
Wells (Deputy Warden), Bill Thomas (Junior Warden), Kim Peterson (Treasurer), Jaci Hancock (Clerk), Tracy
Shaffer (Deacon), Briana Chattin, Caiden Chattin, Sally Rowan, Russ Eagleston and Paul Dickson (Music Director)

Absent: Mary Delong (Assistant Treasurer), Barbara Clark

Call to Order, Acknowledgement and Opening Prayer: The meeting was called to order at 11:06 am. While
offering the Land Acknowledgement, Tom Hancock noted that there are those who believe that the concept of
the land acknowledgement, though well intentioned, is itself an imposition of the Western concept of land
ownership on the native cultures supplanted by the settlers; and that we should look beyond the
acknowledgement. Rev. Andy Stoessel offered the opening prayer and noted that the diocese of Maine is hosting
a “Doctrine of Discovery” weekend September 10" — 13t in Portland.

Check-In: An opportunity for check-in was provided.

Acceptance of Minutes: Upon motion by Kim Peterson, seconded by Valerie Doebler, the draft minutes of May
23, 2026, were unanimously approved without change.

Reports —

Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer Report: Kim Peterson reported that the current year-to-date financials show
income (primarily from pledges/donations are up approximately 10% over budget while expenses are
approximately 10% below budget. Tom noted that this is primarily attributable to the fact that the budget as
adopted included the salary for a half-time priest beginning in June. He also advised that the second quarter
investment income was posted after the balance sheet was created. Kim also noted that the church’s debit card
cannot have a spending limit, but he, Tom and Mary Delong each regularly review transactions online. It was the
consensus of those present that Rev. Andy should be added as a signatory to the rector’s discretionary fund.

Priest Report: Rev. Andy reported that he presided at Lorna McCormick’s funeral service on August 22". Also,
since Microsoft is ceasing to support Publisher, the church will have to move to Word for the weekly bulletin. Lisa
Waler, Adnin at Church of Our Father, has offered to assist Rain Perez in the transition.

Deacon Report: Tracy Shaffer reported that we will hold a Service of Hope on October 24™. Tracy will be on a
cross-country road trip beginning later this month.

Senior Warden Report: Paul Dickson (Music Director) joined the meeting Tom Hancock reported that, since we
have not yet called a new priest, he and Dave are working with Rev. Andy to extend the term of his letter of
agreement, likely for three to six months. Tom advised that the other matters he will report on are under old and
new business.

Deputy Senior Warden Report: Dave Wells reported that he has received requests that the Zoom services be
recorded so it is available to those who missed the service (in person or on Zoom). Following discussion of various
logistical and technical issues, Dave and Briana Chattin agreed to work on this matter and report back to vestry.

Junior Warden Report: Bill Thomas advised that he is still waiting on the contractor to replace the tile in the
upstairs bathroom and downstairs hallway. He will again reach out to the contractor to see if he can commit to an
installation date. If not, he will reach out to the Family Foor Store. Bill also noted that with Caiden returning to
college soon, it was agreed that Caiden would continue to mow the lawn and Bill and Dan Delong will mow it



when Caiden is not able to do so. Tom and Kim also reported that problems with receiving phone messages since
the switch to Fidium in the spring have been resolved.

Old Business — No Old Business to Report

Discernment/Search Committee: Committee Chair, Jaci Hancock, reported that to date we have not received any
applications. She has not received a reply from Suzanne Roberts at the Diocese to her recent email status inquiry
and plans to follow-up this week. We extended our listing “boost” on the ENS website for another month
(through mid-September). Tracy suggested that we investigate whether we can post the opening with the Luthera
church.

New Business -

2023 Audit Report: Carmen DiLandro completed the 2023 financial audit. She is willing to conduct the audit on
2024 and subsequent years but is waiting until the diocese finalizes updated audit guidelines/procedures. The
audit recommendations will be addressed by leadership.

Liturgy Committee: The committee met on August 16™ and set the liturgical framework from September through
the end of the calendar year.

Recording Church Services: Discussed during Deputy Senior Warden report.

Cello/Piano Recital: Paul Dickson reported that he is working with his cello instructor (based in Boston) to see if
the instructor and his accompanist can present a concert or master class at St. Dunstan’s when thy are in the area
for a concert at the Bar Harbor Congregational Church.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for September 27",

There being no further business, Rev. Andy offered a closing prayer. On motion by Sally Rowan, seconded by
Valerie Doebler, the meeting was adjourned at 12:33 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jaci Hancock, Clerk to the Vestry

Priest Rev. Andrew Stoessel
Deacon - Rev. Tracy Shaffer
Senior Warden - Tom Hancock
Deputy Warden — Dave Wells
Junior Warden - Bill Thomas, Assistant Dan DeLong
Music Director — Paul Dickson
Office Assistant — Rain Perez

www.saintdunstansellsworth.org
You can contact us by leaving a message by telephone or email:
Phone: 667-5495 Email: stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com




