
ST. DUNSTAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ELLSWORTH 

TID BITS FROM THE TABLE ~ AUGUST 28, 2026  
 

SIXTH EPISTLE FROM ST. DUNSTAN 

 

In my last epistle, I explained how, after King Edmund 

made me abbot of Glastonbury, I renovated the abbey, 

restored monastic discipline, and made the abbey the center 

of learning in England. However I did more than this. 

Edmund was 18 when he became king and 24 when he was 

murdered. I was his close friend and advisor during the six 

years of his reign and served as what you might now call 

his ‘prime minister.’ 

When Edmund died, his two sons were only infants, so his 

younger brother Eadred became king. He was 21 years old and I was 37. As with 

Edmund, I was Eadred’s close friend and advisor during the nine years of his reign. 

He offered me the bishopric of Winchester as a reward for my services, but I turned 

it down, because I felt it my duty at that time to remain abbot and advisor to the 

king. 

Another occurrence of note during this time period was that my friend Athelwold, 

who had entered the abbey with me, wanted to leave in order to practice a stricter 

discipline than was possible in my abbey, which also served as a learning center. 

After consultation with me and the Queen Mother, King Eadred made Athelwold 

abbot of another monastery, Abingdon. From this abbey, Athelwold became a big 

influence in reforming the English church. 

Eadred was always in fragile health and was a near invalid in the last year or two of 

his life. He dies in 955 at age 30. 

Vale 

Dunstan 

Earth with her thousand voices praises God. 

 

Happy Birthday to Danielle Kennedy 

and Sarah Newett! 

 

A Belated Happy Birthday to Margaret Hanegraaf! 
 



Diocese Convention Delegates and Alternates 

Would you like to serve as one of St. Dunstan’s Lay Delegates to the upcoming Annual 

Convention of the Diocese of Maine – or be available as an Alternate? Those who have 

attended in the past will tell you that it’s a great opportunity to meet fellow Episcopalians from 

around the state, learn about the many activities in our Diocese, and participate in decision-

making. 

The convention is being held on Saturday, November 7, from 8.a.m. to 5 p.m., on the University 

of Southern Maine Campus. There are two opportunities for on-line pre-convention 

informational meetings, the evening of October 27 and 29. For more information on the role 

and responsibilities of Lay Delegates, see here: episcopalmaine.org/resources/responsibilities-

of-delegates-to-convention/ And let Tom or Dave know if you are interested in serving. 

We have one confirmed delegate; we are eligible to send two, and would like to have two 

alternates, in case someone can't make it. 

Designation of delegates is due by September 7 

Recording Services on Zoom 

 

           At the request of some members of the church, we are considering recording 

the Zoom broadcast of our weekly services. The recordings would then be available 

to those who are not able to join us in person or live over Zoom. Current plans 

would be as follows: In the interests of confidentiality, we would record from 

Prelude through Postlude, excluding announcements; those on Zoom would have 

the opportunity to make themselves anonymous if they choose; a link to the 

recording would be available in Tidbits for no more than a week or two. Please 

share any comments or suggestions about this plan. 
 

 

Family News 
We would love to hear about your news and for what you are thankful for 

during this year. Submit your news to stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com 

 

With God‘s grace, we wanted to share that St. Dunstan’s now has a Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor team that stands ready to visit and offer Eucharist to those who are homebound or 
hospitalized. If you would like a visit or know someone who would, please contact Deacon 

Tracy or Lay Eucharistic Visitors Dianne Kelley and Briana Chattin. 

 

National Blood Shortage 

Please schedule your next blood donation at redcrossblood.org 
 

https://ouslxrcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tRfWYAniQY06sOITeV5IVhbccTQhjo1Tl2yE0xTI-KF-5iVX5Bwz2xHr-rGgIQnKcoh_ireckXcokzpcVluA-KVSYzoRzUG2RtqiODHxVKfGPT6jegAADcs5LOInFzIXkMcGOKaWH-RyO-d5ITn8FRdJ3Q1IW9kxzRxHOmCgwUZVDTBx73mU-ce9mUElJkBPet_ku7rrDg2ddnCp-hWV8I6FWwEo3lFWAizIlEISzUw=&c=y7zvZRovIGmeSBx3OG1Gr0K4YUgIlhckT2Yi7n0oIGestfGwKbTNTg==&ch=oMERXaU3aXSsycK__yvYcWqc_Gt63YYWANUiddkRpa206h8YpRdbMw==
https://episcopalmaine.org/resources/responsibilities-of-delegates-to-convention/
https://episcopalmaine.org/resources/responsibilities-of-delegates-to-convention/
mailto:stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive?cid=brand&med=cpc&source=google&scode=RSG00000E017&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12793835232


Prayer requests will remain for 3 weeks unless notified that a name needs to be extended 
for at least the next 3 weeks. 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We pray for all who labor and work and for all who seek the 
dignity of meaningful employment.  
 

We Pray Especially For:  Jillian and Ocean Alfone, Mark Arnold, Michelle Ricker Dokka , Gregg 
Jacobs, John Johnston, Margaret Jones, Robbie Johnston, Kate Lynch, Robert McDonald, 
Linc Moldawer, Ralph Preble, Carolyn Rosen, Sigrid Saradunn, Judy Stockbridge, Martha 
Thomas, Jonathan Vogel, Brent Was, and Mike Zboray for comfort and healing.  
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or continue a name on the list, please let 
us know at stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com  or leave a message at the church ( 667- 5495 ).  

 

Everyone, please stay well and safe.  Blessings to you all.   
 

~ UPCOMING WORSHIP / EVENTS SCHEDULE ~ 
 

Sunday services are both in church and via Zoom.  

The sanctuary is open for quiet reflection and prayer on Mondays from 1 to 3. 

 

August 30 ~ Morning Prayer 9:30 a.m. Dianne as Officiant and Liz as 

Homilist 

September 6 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant & 

Homilist. 

September 13 ~ Morning Prayer 9:30 a.m. Dianne as Officiant and Valerie as 

Homilist 

Sept. 20 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant & Liz 

Homilist. Outreach Meeting after service 

Sept. 27 ~ Holy Eucharist 9:30 a.m. Rev. Andrew Stoessel as Officiant & Rev. 

Tracy Shaffer as Homilist. 

Oct. 24 ~ 3rd Annual Community of Hope service and reception, St 

Dunstan’s, 1:30 - 2:30 pm. 
 

On the 2nd Sunday of the month the Offering is for the Rector's Discretionary Fund 
 

 

 
Online Donation Option 
 

Use the link below if you would like to set up convenient online 
payments St. Dunstan's for one-time/annual donations or recurring 

weekly/monthly amounts. 
 

Set-up instructions can be found here: https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-
donation.pdf 
St. Dunstan's Vanco page: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5DE/campaign/C-12GB4  

 

 

https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/How-to-create-a-Vanco-profile-and-set-up-a-recurring-weekly-or-monthly-donation.pdf
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5DE/campaign/C-12GB4


St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church 
Final Approved Vestry Minutes 

Meeting of May 24, 2026 
 

Present (in Person): Rev. Andrew “Andy” Stoessel (Long-Term Supply Priest), Tom Hancock (Senior Warden), Bill 
Thomas (Junior Warden), Kim Peterson (Treasurer), Mary Delong (Assistant Treasurer), Jaci Hancock (Clerk), Tracy 
Shaffer (Deacon), Briana Chattin, Caiden Chattin, Sally Rowan, Russ Eagleston and Barbara Clark 
 
Absent: Dave Wells (Deputy Warden), Valerie Doebler  
 
Call to Order, Acknowledgement and Opening Prayer: The meeting was called to order at 11:21 am. Tom Hancock 
offered the Land Acknowledgement and Rev. Andy Stoessel the opening prayer.  
 
Check-In: An opportunity for check-in was provided. Tom noted that he and Jaci will be out of the country from 
May 28 through June 29, and that members should address any emergent issues to Dave, Andy, Tracy, et al as 
appropriate. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes: Upon motion by Bill Thomas, seconded by Kim Peterson, the draft minutes of April 26, 
2026 were unanimously approved without change.  
 
Reports –  
 
Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer Report: Kim Peterson reported that the Treasurer’s and Assistant Treasurer’s 
computer software is updated to Windows 11. Kim is in the process of obtaining a Debit Card for the church (with a 
spending limit) to use for the Zoom subscription and other payments that cannot be or that the church doesn’t 
want taken directly from our checking account. 
 
Kim reported that the year-to-date financials show income slightly above budget and expenses slightly below. He 
also reported that the investment funds show a loss as of the end of March, with better outcomes in the month of 
April. He also plans to update the reporting of Rev. Andy’s salary from the Supply Priest line to the Priest line where 
it was budgeted, given that he is being paid a salary through the Diocese. 
 
Priest Report: Rev. Andy reported that things are coming together for Joe Stockbridge’s funeral to be held at 11:00 
am on Friday, June 5th. He is still working on setting up regular office hours but has been meeting with parishioners 
for pastoral care on an as-needed basis. He acknowledged that he and Deacon Tracy will be catching up on pastoral 
visits in the coming month. 
 
Following discussion of possible memorial contributions in Joe’s memory, Kim volunteered to investigate whether 
the website could be used to make online contributions to the church (aside from the Vanco electronic pledge 
payments). 
 
Deacon Report: Tracy Shaffer reported that the Maine Council of Churches will host an event (likely in Portland) in 
October at which Mariann Budde, Bishop of Washington, DC, will speak. 
 
Senior Warden Report: Tom Hancock solicited volunteers to attend the Faithful Givers Roadshow to be held from 9 
am to 3 pm on Friday, May 29th at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Bangor. Deacon Tracy already volunteered to 
attend, but more attendees are encouraged to join her. Tom also noted that Rev. Jane Cornman will preside over 
Summer Eucharist services at 6:00 pm on Tuesdays through June, beginning on Tuesday, June 9th. 
 
Deputy Senior Warden Report: Dave Wells is out-of-state and had nothing to report. 
 



Junior Warden Report: Bill Thomas commenced a discussion of lawn mowing for the coming season, which 
resulted in those present agreeing to retain Caiden Chattin to mow the church’s lawn this summer. Bill advised that 
the toilet in the upstairs bathroom needs to be pulled out to replace the floor tiles. Russ Eagleston offered to assist 
with this, thereby saving the cost of a plumber.  
 
Old Business – No Old Business to Report 
 
New Business -  
 
Discernment/Search Committee: Committee Chair, Jaci Hancock, reported that, thanks to the efforts of Liz Graves, 
who wrote the draft profile, and the entire committee, after some back and forth the final version of our parish 
profile is in the hands of Suzanne Roberts at the diocese. We anticipate that the profile will be posted on the 
Vocation Hub (and other relevant job boards) in the coming week. She also advised that, unlike in prior searches, as 
they are currently doing with all less than fulltime searches, the diocese will not put an end date for applications on 
the listing. The diocese will conduct a “red flag” review of applicants upon receipt and email acceptable 
applications to Jaci to be shared with the committee. Jaci confirmed that the committee agreed to hold off on 
acting with respect to any applications through the month of July in hopes that we will have several applications to 
review by then. 
 
Tom advised that he had some back-and-forth communication with Suzanne Roberts regarding the 
appropriateness of the starting salary we provided to the diocese. The salary, as approved by vestry and the 
congregation at annual meeting, and in the CY 2026 budget, is set at the half-way point between the current 
diocesan minimum and what was budgeted for our prior priest going into what would have been the fourth year of 
her five-year contract. Although Rev. Roberts indicated a concern that it was too low, Tom confirmed that it was 
within the salary range of other Maine congregations in the search process. Therefore, no change will be made to 
that amount. 
 
Outreach Committee Meeting Report: The Outreach Committee met on Sunday, May 17th. Tom reported that 
approximately $1,300 was raised at the May 9th Yard Sale, which will be “reinvested” in our outreach efforts. Tracy 
reported that the church has received mailings from several entities requesting financial support. She plans to 
review each of the requests and reach out to the committee by email to see if there is interest in providing 
financial support. This is in keeping with discussion at the committee meeting where it was agreed that we do not 
need to wait until the end of the year to provide financial support to non-profit organizations in need. 
 
Tom reported that other planned Outreach events include: Ellsworth Pride, Juneteenth, a second Student Jazz 
Concert, a Quiz Night with Tim Huggert as quizmaster, and the family Christmas Craft event. Barbara Clark 
confirmed that Friendship Cottage met their fundraising goal and will have an Open House from 10 am to 3 pm on 
Saturday, June 6th. She plans to send information to Rain for inclusion in Tid-Bits. Tom requested that those 
submitting information for inclusion in Tid-Bits to Rain do so by the Wednesday night before Friday publication and 
cc: Dave Wells, Andy and Tracy. 
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for June 28th to be convened by Dave Wells, as needed.  
 
There being no further business, Tracy Shaffer offered a closing prayer. On motion by Bill Thomas, seconded by 
Sally Rowan, the meeting was adjourned at 12:19 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jaci Hancock, Clerk to the Vestry 
  



Cart in Those Cartons and Bags to Help Fight Food Insecurity 
 

Loaves and Fishes is once again in the business of accepting clean dozen-

sized egg cartons from the public.  Donating helps reduce pantry 

costs.  Please put your donation in the little red wagon in the sanctuary. 

Everybody Eats appreciates the full-sized grocery bag donations to help with 

takeout meals.  We are still sharing over 100 meals a week via takeout and Friends in Action 

deliveries. Bags can be left in the Lottie Horn Room.  

Volunteers are always welcome at Everybody Eats!  Interested?  See Tracy, Kim, or Fred.  
 

Public Policy and Witness Weekly Prayers – August 28 
 

For the Protection of Aid Workers  

 

Merciful God, who in Jesus taught us to see the stranger lying wounded by the road as our 

neighbor, we give you thanks for all who carry food, medicine, shelter, and hope into places 

marked by war and disaster. We give thanks especially for those who serve at personal risk, 

crossing lines of conflict and entering places others must flee. We lament that humanitarian 

workers have been killed, injured, threatened, or prevented from reaching those in need. We 

remember especially South Sudan, where more than 36 humanitarian workers and contractors 

have been killed this year. Receive the dead into your eternal peace; comfort their families and 

colleagues; and strengthen those who continue their work amid danger and grief. Grant 

governments and armed groups the wisdom and restraint to protect humanitarian workers and 

allow aid to reach all who need it. Lord, when violence tempts the world toward indifference, 

do not let compassion become another casualty of war. Make us neighbors to one another, 

following Jesus Christ, who came among us not to be served but to serve. Amen. 
 

Episcopal Public Policy Network Action Alerts: Join the active ministry of public policy 

advocacy by taking action with EPPN Action Alerts. Join your voice with Episcopalians across 

the church as we aim to influence the legislation and policy of the U.S. government on critical 

issues. Sign up here: episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/ 

 

Happy Anniversary to Bill & Martha 

Thomas! 

 
Lay Preaching 

From Director of Faith Formation, the Rev. Emily Keniston 

The next cohort to take the Backstory Preaching class will begin in January (six weeks, online). 
All clergy and lay leaders are invited to send names of interested individuals to the Rev. Emily 
Keniston (ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org) so that the group can convene once online before 
the class begins. 

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=cff627c49a&e=a4f20ac405
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/
mailto:Rev.%20Emily%20Keniston%20(ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org) 
mailto:Rev.%20Emily%20Keniston%20(ekeniston@episcopalmaine.org) 


 

PLANNING AHEAD 
 

Copies of the Funeral and Burial Information form are on the table in back of our church. 

We are all aware that we will leave this earth and planning for that day might be 

uncomfortable, your family and those responsible for your service and funeral will be 

thankful that you took the time as to how you wish to be remembered.  

Once the form is completed a copy can be filed in the church office. It might also be 

helpful to have another copy at home or a place to be 

retrieved.  (https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Funeral-

and-Burial-Information.pdf) 

 

Another helpful resource we have available is The Five Wishes document, a 

comprehensive, easy-to-understand advance directive that allows you to legally outline 

your medical, personal, emotional, and spiritual preferences if you become seriously ill. 

Created by the nonprofit Aging with Dignity, it is valid as a living will and healthcare 

power of attorney in most states. Copies are available at the back of the Nave (extras in 

the office). 

 

Please call or ask me if you have any questions. 

 

In Faith, 

 

Dave  

 

Doctrine of Discovery Learning Weekend 

Thursday, Sept. 10 - Sunday, Sept. 13 

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 
 
Our Council on Indigenous Relations (CIR) and the Province One Justice 
Network invite you to a long weekend of learning opportunities about the Doctrine 
of Discovery. This doctrine, a legal and religious concept that originated in the 
15th century, justified the taking of Indigenous lands and the subjugation of their 
peoples under the premise that discovery granted rights to the discoverers (and 
that Christians had the rights to conquer the land.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Funeral-and-Burial-Information.pdf
https://www.saintdunstansellsworth.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Funeral-and-Burial-Information.pdf
https://ouslxrcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v45EG692hZYa0DrYi9jKr53MY9sxwGSrD39pxWyU9rugSoX2Jektk6B-p_bSA4YxbSRz_KLW5KLya3acrp9cAvsBvHdNrkKs6w68hX2PPPTxBWY9V-Y8xF4g1eYDzdvlT5q2_EDyDV1m3a3xdpZUWR5e40xOcJVMcndP-vCUFXF23FRTKm3Nhc9X5JKslyXEG9AqzObqbIoq5TmFF6mNcB8aE53iNFsS&c=3PMqFXZ9uXVc7J6ZdYjw09VXj2XHMA1EA6IUvP7GfjuBmqJXBbD93A==&ch=OFI1f5RuruC8brafh4-gHItYVBOTkdCA1RjzGXqa5tFQW_X9jevYmg==


Supply Priest Rev. Andrew Stoessel  
Deacon - Rev. Tracy Shaffer 

Senior Warden – Tom Hancock 

Deputy Warden – Dave Wells 

Junior Warden – Bill Thomas, Assistant Dan DeLong 

Music Director – Paul Dickson 
Office Assistant – Rain Perez 

 

www.saintdunstansellsworth.org 

You can contact us by leaving a message by telephone or email:  
Phone: 667-5495 Email:  stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com  

stdunstanstreasurer@gmail.com 

Rain is in the church office Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 8 – 9 am  

 
 

 

 

 

Creation Care Events and Resources 

 

“Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this 
worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. It is 

a special season where we celebrate God as Creator and acknowledge 
Creation as the divine continuing act that summons us as collaborators to 
love and care for the gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from 

around the globe, we share a common call to care for Creation. We are co-
creatures and part of all that God has made. Our well-being is interwoven 

with the well-being of the Earth.” 
– Season of Creation Ecumenical Steering Committee 

 
(https://episcopalmaine.org/season-of-creation-2026-in-the-episcopal-

diocese-of-maine/) 

2026 Season of Creation Resources 

 

 

  

 

REMINDER! Earth Keepers Retreat 

Friday, Sept. 11 
Camp Bishopswood, Hope 
 
A reminder to Earth Keepers who want to attend the one-day retreat on Sept. 
11 at Camp Bishopswood to please register here. Please also register 
for Summer Finale if you plan to stay overnight. 
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