
ST. DUNSTAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ELLSWORTH 

TID BITS FROM THE TABLE ~ DECEMBER 9, 2022 
 

 

Dear ones, 
 

I hope you're all as safe and healthy as can be!  As you know from my email on 

Wednesday evening, Arthur has been ill with some flu-adjacent bug since Saturday, and 

I've now got it/something very similar; Aaron seems to be coming down with something 

too.  Searsport schools have closed due to illness outbreaks, and Belfast schools are 

experiencing illness outbreaks on a large scale.  As of Wednesday, one quarter of the 

students in Arthur's school were absent due to illness.  Needless to say, I'm grateful for 

the health protocols we've put into practice as a community and for our continued 

caution, love and respect.  I'm deeply happy for us all that we continue to have many 

opportunities to be together. 

 

My fervent hope is that with some rest today and tomorrow, my fever will come down 

(101, so not terrible).  I'm so looking forward to Sunday's Holy Eucharist, and to our 

public discussion with artist Anne Mourier, whose works we've been enjoying this 

Advent season.  Anne is an especially tender, thoughtful person, and I do think you'll 

really enjoy her! 

 

It's the one year anniversary of our move into our home in Searsport!  My goodness, it 

feels like we've packed so much into a year.  The house projects alone--essentially eight 

solid months of having our contractor Phil, and usually an additional 

plumber/electrician/lead abatement/window person--were hardly small.  We have so 

enjoyed learning much more about our house and its history, as well as how each and 

every part of the house works (or ought to!), and making each decision together as a 

family.  We put spiral stairs in the carriage house, put up drywall, made the floor upstairs 

safe to walk on, and then....opened our own not-for-profit art gallery, a longtime dream.  

We know all our neighbors quite well by now.  Every day on our family walks, we 

remark on how much we love our life here in Maine, here in Searsport, here at St 

Dunstan's.  

 

I'm also living out my dream by serving as your priest; a true 'love match' as I always say, 

and deeply fulfilling.  On the drive home from the most recent time Arthur came to 

church with me, he said, 'Mama, church is happiness for you.  Church is happiness for me 

too.  I enjoy all my friends.'  Thank you, dear ones.  God bless you, and God be with you 

to protect you so you can be as healthy as possible! 
 

Yours, with love, 

Carolyn+ 
 



OFFERTORY! 
 

"Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His name; bring offerings and come into his 

courts."  Psalm 96:8 
 

Now that we are in church, your pledges or offerings need not be sent in.  You have 

been so wonderful in sending them in and can continue to do so if it best for you.  

At this time we do not feel that passing the offertory plate would be wise.  We have 

placed an offertory plate on the back table for your convenience to place your 

offering, requests for prayers and flower envelopes.  Thank you for your support. 
 

"Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 

Lord." 

 

Affirmation Prayer 
 

    God Calls me out of darkness to live in light, 

    God calls me out of falsehood to live in truth, 

    God calls me out of despair to live in hope, 

    God calls me out of fear to live in trust, 

    God calls me out of hate to live in love, 

    God calls out of war to live in peace, 

    I am called by God to fill my heart, my world, 

    my universe, with peace, peace, peace.  Amen. 

 
Be in the Know – Enroll in The Dio Log Today!  
- From Deacon Tracy 

Please remember that the bi-monthly electronic 

newsletter of our Episcopal Diocese of Maine, The Dio 

Log, can be as close as your email in box!  To enroll, go 

to the diocesan website, https://episcopalmaine.org, 

select “Connect” on the top of the site and then 

“Newsletter” in the drop down. The enrollment area is directly below.  Here is the 

link to take you to the newsletter section directly so you can enroll even faster:  

https://episcopalmaine.org/newsletter/. 

This is the best way to keep up with all of the events and opportunities for 

engagement and learning being offered beyond our own parish.  The staff also 

offers select Province 1 news and church wide information and opportunities as 

well through The Dio Log. 

https://episcopalmaine.org/


We again thank many members of our parish for their personal support during the 

recent capital campaign to get the new Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry location 

ready for service. 

 

We are now in our second month of operation at the location on Downeast 

Highway.  

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Tracy+ 

Let us always remember that we are living on the traditional homelands of the 

Passamaquoddy and Penobscot peoples and of the Wabanaki confederacy of Maine.  We 

recognize the native peoples throughout this land.    

Prayer For Peace 

Oh Great Spirit who dwells in the sky,  

lead us to the path of peace and understanding,  

let all of us live together as brothers and sisters. 

Our lives are so short here, walking upon Mother Earth's surface,  

let our eyes be opened to all the blessings you have given us.  

Please hear our prayers, Oh Great Spirit. 

 - Native American Prayer 

Faith in Maine: 
 

This is a podcast produced by our Episcopal Diocese 

with various members of the clergy giving their thoughts 

and prayers.  The podcast changes each week. Feel free 

to call and listen. 

You can call 207-223-6402 at any time. They usually last 

approximately 4-5 minutes.  

 

Happy Anniversary to  

Joe and Judy Stockbridge! 
 



Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  We pray for Trinity, Castine. We pray especially 
for Assisting Bishops, Shannon MacVean-Brown of Vermont and Bishop 
Robert Hirschfeld of New Hampshire. 
 

We Pray Especially For: Margaret Hanegraef, Carol Yancy, Charles and Fay 
Joy, Brenda Moldawer, Briana Chattin, Caiden Chattin, Skip Stevens, Meg 
Stevens, Larmie Knuesli, Tony Rowan, Beryl Kirkpatrick, and Megan 
McNeill for healing, strength, and comfort. 
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or continue a name on 
the list, please let us know at stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com or leave a 
message at the church (667-5495).  Prayer requests will remain for three 
weeks.  

It is important to us that the list be up-to-date and accurate.   
To everyone, please stay well and safe.  Blessings to you all.  

 

Almighty and merciful God, we ask in our prayers that the conflict in Ukraine and the 

others around the world can be resolved peacefully.  Bless the people that have been 

affected by the unrest and grant them peace and justice.  We also ask for the people in our 

own country that have been impacted by the hurricanes, violence and lose of loved ones 

as they grieve, pick up their lives. Grant them strength, comfort, and healing.  All this we 

ask with the power of your love to all through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

~ UPCOMING WORSHIP / EVENTS SCHEDULE ~ 
 

At this time the Sunday services will be both in church following safe 

practices and via Zoom.  Compline is every Thursday at 7:00p.m via Zoom 
 

The sanctuary is open for quiet reflection and prayer on Mondays 2-4. 
 

December 11 ~ Holy Eucharist: 9:30. Reflecting on 

Advent and the works of Anne Mourier's "Taking Care" 

pieces after service. 

December 18 ~ Morning Prayer: 9:30 with Liz Graves 

 
The flowers on the altar this Sunday are given to the Greater Glory of God by 

Judy and Joe Stockbridge in celebration of their 65th Wedding Anniversary. 

 



CHRISTMAS GREENS AND FLOWERS: 
 

If you would like to contribute to the Christmas greens and flowers fund this year at 

St. Dunstan’s, please place a check or cash into a “flowers” envelope (found in 

pews and on the table at the rear of the sanctuary). Then place that envelope into the 

collection plate, or you may give the envelope directly to me. If you make your gift 

as a memorial, please include that person’s name on the envelope. 

 

The greens/flowers dedications will be included in the Christmas Eve program. 

 

Thank you very much. 

Marian Wells, Chief Sacristan 

207-610-4335 

 

From the Music Director 
 

Now Advent is here and things are getting really busy in the life of St. Dunstan's! I just 

wanted to let everyone know when the choir will be rehearsing over the next few weeks.  

We'll rehearse this Sunday, 12/11 at 11:00, in the undercroft, and the following Sunday, 

12/18 at 8:00 AM.  That 8:00 AM rehearsal time is a change from what I announced in 

church.  We'll sing during the service that Sunday, the 18th, and then again during the 

Christmas Eve service. 

 

We'd love to have you join us! 

 

Diocese of Maine Musical Advent Calendar Now Live 
 

Thanks to your submissions, the musical Advent calendar is now live, and counting down 

to Christmas! A new door opens each day, sharing the story of a favorite hymn or carol 

and providing a link for you to listen.  

 

You can access the calendar directly here: https://tuerchen.app/teR3i4D3jaWj2LAp. You 

can also follow along on our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter social media accounts.  

 

Family News 
 

We would love to hear about your news and for what you are thankful during this year 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DLTG-Ls96vga5piWiJbHqvqfW3qipqwFF26rW22eX5dq7px8V1sSoHON-1f9h9mHsvXG0kTUkS7pdzlYQEYDGDcresiC_8f4aTpvvmN-DNLgscQriTGnXdxo9fa2iB0_6qZkzVHdBu8mCHgy1uJ0uQBONHSqn2PIZBn5dHPkto=&c=6zJ-EzgHwnkyIV1HRvhEgGlNG32uZ-6HTgr4OR8H0GJJ7oDaaN0Nkw==&ch=YvpTXl-mGBVHmAzP94ctCuCphsJRW6_Jhm6lyhanS4pXKBLW1Ku6Rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DLTG-Ls96vga5piWiJbHqvqfW3qipqwFF26rW22eX5dq7px8V1sStmuX4cWve6accXNZEQjQx4f4N2Aup0WzHPsp4eCbWQKJ8fI26hS3BYqQyXIVu6_BG4wO7sqZpbh7dHiQUaCdvFMmF0SbhfZgA_yhZFxGn64nLOVNw4JM7w=&c=6zJ-EzgHwnkyIV1HRvhEgGlNG32uZ-6HTgr4OR8H0GJJ7oDaaN0Nkw==&ch=YvpTXl-mGBVHmAzP94ctCuCphsJRW6_Jhm6lyhanS4pXKBLW1Ku6Rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DLTG-Ls96vga5piWiJbHqvqfW3qipqwFF26rW22eX5dq7px8V1sSsqf18MFY-AoCFFOEJJ4ZwQnvdjyMikR1YumYjyPTv7L9P4GYSOhqwFgB4SCahz_2h_mE5laAcMrMHp3aHx-TUwfZo-DX4WeRrtfyiHmzqCi&c=6zJ-EzgHwnkyIV1HRvhEgGlNG32uZ-6HTgr4OR8H0GJJ7oDaaN0Nkw==&ch=YvpTXl-mGBVHmAzP94ctCuCphsJRW6_Jhm6lyhanS4pXKBLW1Ku6Rg==


History of Our Beloved Hymns 
 

From time-to-time Herbert Beckwith will write about the history of a hymn that we 

have sung in our services.  Keep your eyes open for this wonderful addition. 

 

HARK! THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING. 59 

Tune: Merton 
 

This hymn, which was also in our 1940 hymnal, appears in two 10th century 

sources. The hymn depicts the story of Christ from the prediction of his arrival through 

his second coming. The translation by Edward Caswell appeared in 1849.  It has been 

authorized for use by Episcopalians since 1865.  It has become popular since its use in a 

recorded service of lessons and carols at King’s College Chapel.  William H. Monk 

composed the tune “Merton” which first appeared in 1850, and later in the first (1861) 

edition of Hymns Ancient & Modern.  It has been associated with this text “Hark a 

thrilling voice” since 1861 and entered our hymnal in 1892.   
 

COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE. 67 

Tune: Psalm 42 
 

This hymn, long popular with other denominations, only entered our hymnal with 

H82.  The German original text, based on Isaiah 40:1-8, was written by Johann Olearus 

who wrote many hymns and compiled one of the most important 17th century hymnals in 

Germany.  It was published in 1671. The Isaiah passage will be recognized as the basis of 

an aria in Handel’s Messiah.   The translation in H82 is a modification of one done by 

Catherine Winkworth and published in 1863.  The melody “Psalm 42” appeared in a 

collection in Geneva in 1551 attached to Psalm 42 and was probably composed by Louis 

Bourgeois who edited the collection.  It has been associated with various texts through 

the years.  In 1863 it was used for this English translation of a German text, and this 

matching has become popular in American hymnals. 

 

THERE’S A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS CRYING. 74 

Music: Ascension 
 

This hymn, based upon Is.40-11, was written by Canadian poet James Lewis 

Milligan in 1925 to celebrate the union of Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian 

churches in Canada that year. It was published in 1930.  It has been altered by the editors 

for the 1982 hymnal.   In 1938 the committee for the Anglican Church of Canada hymnal 

was seeking a tune for this text. When nothing suitable was found one of the committee 

members, Hugh Bancroft. suggested that he go to the piano and try to make something 

better.  Within about a half hour he had drafted the tune “Ascension”  and it was 

published in that Anglican church hymnal. 



Priest - Rev. Dr. Carolyn Rosen 
Deacon - Rev. Tracy Shaffer 

Senior Warden - Dianne Kelley 
Deputy Senior Warden - Liz Graves 

Junior Warden - Kim Peterson 
 

www.saintdunstansellsworth.org 
You can contact us by leaving a message by telephone or email:  

Phone: 667-5495 Email:  stdunstansellsworth@gmail.com  
Fred Beyer and Muffet Stewart: stdunstanstreasurer@gmail.com 
Rain is in the church office Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 8 – 9 am 

 

St. Dunstan’s 2022 Emmaus Adopt-a-Family 
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